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Some Thoughts on Belarus’ and Svetlana Alexievich,
with Reference to Grigory loffe’s Work

SHIOKAWA Nobuaki
(Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo)

This paper aims at presenting an outline of a book on Belarus’ written by Grigory loffe, an ex-
Soviet Jewish-Belarusian scholar. Although he was born and brought up in Moscow, he
frequently visited Minsk, where many of his relatives live. Therefore, his knowledge on Belarus’
is based on close observation and personal experience. At the same time, not being an ethnic
Belarusian, he distances himself from Belarusian nationalism, which makes his argument
unique and controversial. One of his characteristic argument concerns the relationship between
language use and social attitude. While some Belarusian nationalists argue that those who
usually speak Russian instead of Belarusian must be old-fashioned Soviet-type people, loffe
points out that there are many liberal Belarusians who speak Russian. One of the representatives
of them is, according to him, Svetlana Alexievich, the 2015 Nobel prize laureate. In this
connection, the last section of this paper is devoted to an attempt at analyzing her concept of

“Soviet people.”
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